for that cycle R3oe =08, T =-3.7, T' =4. l, the low value of T suggesting that the first spot in the cycle was overlooked.
In order to use these results of Brunner to estimate the trend of the current sunspot-cycle, we must estimate the value Rz• will attain at maximum, and determine the date of beginning of the current cycle. The beginning of a sunspot-cycle as used in the above formulas, is the date when the first high-latitude spot appeared, however small or short-lived. Therefore, we take as the beginning of the current cycle not the medium-sized group that appeared in May, 1943, but the small spot that was seen for just one day in +32 ø latitude on December 20, 1942. Thus we adopt B=1943.0 as the date of the beginning of the current sunspot-cycle.
In arriving: at an estimate of the sunspot-number at the forthcoming maximum, we make use of Table 1 , which gives R•r as observed during the last hundred years. The alternation of high and low values (marked H and L) of the sunspot-number at maximum is immediately apparent. One is reminded of the observation that the polarities of sunspots are the same only every other cycle. It is also noticeable that a large II is followed by a large L, and a small II by a small L. This is demonstrated by the ratio of H to L for successive maxima ..... three of the four ratios are nearly identical. The mean of the ratio (H/L) given in Table  1 
